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STRANGE TREND OF FOOD PROGESSING PLANT
FIRES APPEARS ACROSS THE US

AT LEAST SIXTEEN FIRES HAVE BROKEN OUT AT FOOD PROGESSING
PLANTS, IMPACTING THE NATION'S SUPPLY OF BEEF AND POULTRY
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The fires began showing up regularly in the news after a fire closed a Tyson Foods
(https://www.reuters.com/article/us-tyson-foods-fire/over-3800-workers-at-tyson-foods-beef-
plant-in-kansas-out-of-work-after-fire-idUSKCN1V10J1) meat processing plant in Kansas. The
location was a primary beef processing location for the company and the U.S. supply chain,
providing about 6% of U.S. beef.
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After the fire, analysts began speculating (https://www.thefencepost.com/news/tyson-beef-
plant-fire-will-be-historically-significant-to-beef-producers/) that the impact could drive up
market prices for meat nationwide. Dan Norcini, part of the beef and poultry trading

markets, said (https://www.reuters.com/article/us-tyson-foods-fire/over-3800-workers-at-tyson-
foods-beef-plant-in-kansas-out-of-work-after-fire-idUSKCN1V10J1) the cattle market would
likely “respond negatively” to news of the fire. He said the long-term impact would depend on
how long the plant stays closed.

Just days later, in August of 2021, the Patak Meat Processing facility burned
(https://www.ajc.com/news/fire-severely-damages-family-owned-cobb-meat-
company/DWMOFT7ITUSDP7KO3LUQXJIBHNI/) near Atlanta. The media took notice
(https://news.yahoo.com/fire-causes-severe-damage-patak-224100005.html) because the
family-owned business is beloved in its community locally, and its products are purchased
nationwide.
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The fire in Georgia barely had a minor impact on the food supply chain nationwide. But, in
Eembﬁr a fire at JBS USA (https://www.ks..clu a4 com/zmgmmgﬂ
fire-i investigating-reported-explosion-jbs/), aqtggg)z/gm‘cessmg facility in Nebraska, threatened
the meat supply for the entire nation profoundly. The plant reportedly.
(https://www.reuters.com/business/jbs-plans-reopen-nebraska-beef-plant-damaged-fire-2021-
09-13/) processes about 5% of the nation’s beef, and closure would directly impact the supply
chain.

The trend has continued repeatedly through the end of 2021 and into 2022.

In February, Shearer’s Food Processing Plant in Hermiston, Oregon, burned down
(https://twitter.com/ChaudharyParvez/status/1496306786869334016?

ref src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1496306786869334016%7Ct
wgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Esl c10&ref url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unclesamsmisguidedchildren.co
m%2Fwhy-are-food-processing-plants-burning-down-in-2022%2F), leaving two employees
injured. On April 13, Taylor Farms Food Processing Plant in Salinas, California, burned and
prompted evacuations (https://twitter.com/KION546/status/1514482227144495108?

ref src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1514482227144495108%7Ct
wgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Esl c10&ref url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unclesamsmisguidedchildren.co
m%2Fwhy-are-food-processing-plants-burning-down-in-2022%2F). On April 19, the
Headquarters of Azure Standard Food Processing Plant in Dufur, Oregon, also burned.

People are beginning to notice because the fires are threatening an already stressed supply
chain of food in the U.S.

Julieanna ,
@julieanngirly

Another fire/explosion at another food

processing/distribution center in the USA.A few
days ago it was Taylor Farms in Salinas, CA. 2 .
Just now it was reported that Azure Standard in

Dufur, Oregon has burned up.52 52 '« °9. These
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The trend continues: on March 16, a massive fire wiped out much of a Walmart fulfillment center
in Plainfield, Indiana. The event was severe enough to warrant the ATF
(https://www.wrtv.com/news/public-safety/atf-begins-on-site-investigation-into-walmart-
facility-fire-in-plainfield) to investigate.

Another incident occurred on April 11, at New Hampshire’s East Conway Beef and Pork, when a
fire so large broke out that it took respondents 16 hours (https://www.wmur.com/article/crews-
battled-fire-16-hours-conway-new-hampshire-41222/39707759) to extinguish.

At least 16 such disasters have taken place at food processing facilities nationwide. While most
of the incidents have shown no foul play (https://www.drovers.com/news/beef-
production/cause-jbs-fire-determined) after investigation, the trend presents a curious string of
events across the country.
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It remains to be seen what the direct impact will be. Still, as the nation continues to face soaring
food prices and trouble with supply chain operations, there could be a significant impact on the
cost and availability of food for Americans.

*For corrections please email corrections@timcast.com*
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