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Alibaba President boasts about tech to monitor

people’s travel, consumption, and more to

create a “climate” credit score

Promoting the dystopian tech at Davos.

By Christina Maas(https://reclaimthenet.org/author/christina-maas/) Posted 1:34 pm
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Alibaba Group President J. Michael Evans has introduced a project designed to track people’s

personal “carbon footprint,” that the Chinese giant is working on, to the World Economic

Forum (WEF) audience.

The intent is to have people measure pretty much their every action for “carbon footprint”

and then be awarded social credit-style “carbon credits” when they behave in a manner

expected of them by the state.

https://reclaimthenet.org/
https://reclaimthenet.org/author/christina-maas/
https://reclaimthenet.org/alibaba-carbon-score-davos-world-economic-forum/


6/8/22, 12:49 PM Alibaba President boasts about tech to monitor people's travel, consumption, and more to create a "climate" credit score

https://reclaimthenet.org/alibaba-carbon-score-davos-world-economic-forum/ 2/8

That includes monitoring where and how people are traveling, eating, and shopping.

Evans seemed pretty pleased with himself as he explained what the upcoming “individual

carbon footprint tracker” technology entails, and it is “an ability for consumers to measure

their own carbon footprint (…) where are they traveling, how are they traveling, what are they

eating, what are they consuming on the platform.”

Those who can’t wait to start using this tech also learned from Evans that while it is not

operational yet, Alibaba is working on it.

Those less enthusiastic who are commenting about this news on social media believe trackers

like this have less to do with reducing people’s carbon footprint, and more with simply

tracking them.

A post on Alibaba’s site earlier in the year provided some insight into what the scheme is all

about. Relying on Alibaba Cloud’s Energy Expert platform, the goal is to train citizens to

change their lifestyle in a way that will reduce carbon emissions.

Clearly, the tracker itself is still missing, but the platform is already in use by close to 1,500

companies and communities in China, the a post said.

(https://www.alibabacloud.com/blog/alibaba-cloud-makes-net-zero-targets-personal-with-

carbon-tracking-tech_598749)

For the moment, using the platform is not mandatory, instead “credits worth money” are

given in order to encourage desired behaviors. For example, 200 carbon credits are awarded

“when you lick your plate clean” and 554 “if you take the subway.”

Xiao Lei, who heads Alibaba Cloud’s low carbon campus project focusing on students, is cited

as saying that the corporation is using behavioral science and technology “to change people’s

perceptions and make low-carbon fashionable.”
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In schools participating in the scheme, thousands of students have started using an app that

lets them track the amount of electricity used in their dorm – data that is then used to

calculate the amount and rank dorms each week – and also provide proof that they are eating

all the food on their plate by submitting photos as evidence.
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