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SOCIETY ANALYSIS

What NYPD Ex-Cop and 9/11 First Responder Says
About Patriotism, July Fourth
Rachel del Guidice / @LRacheldG July 02, 2021

Rob OʼDonnell is a former New York City Police Department detective who was involved with
the response to, and rescue e�orts in, the 1993 World Trade Center bombing, as well as the
response to 9/11.

He joins “The Daily Signal Podcast” to talk about the Fourth of July, patriotism, the contempt
some show for the American flag, and how he would encourage Americans to embrace
patriotism. 

“We promised on the Fourth of July to become a more perfect union, and each American
owes it to this nation to do their part to make this country a better union, to make us a better
nation, to make us a better people, to make us the shining light of the world, which we are,”
OʼDonnell says.

“Thereʼs no doubt we are. It falls on dark times lately with all the rhetoric that goes on, but itʼs
up to the individual citizen of America, the person who lives here, the people who came here
to make this their country, to pay into that philosophy that we are a more perfect union and
we strive to be a more perfect union.”
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We also cover these stories:

The Supreme Court upholds two of Arizonaʼs election integrity laws.

The high court also rules in favor of charities against Californiaʼs attempt to compel them
to disclose their donors to the stateʼs attorney general.

President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden visit the site of the Miami condo collapse. 

Rachel del Guidice: Iʼm joined today on “The Daily Signal Podcast” by Rob OʼDonnell, a
former NYPD detective. Rob, itʼs great to have you with us again on The Daily Signal
Podcast.

Rob OʼDonnell: Thank you for having me, Rachel. Glad to be here.

Del Guidice: Well, itʼs great to have you with us again on the podcast. I interviewed Rob, I
think, back in February or March. And he shared his story, which weʼll link to in the show
notes. But today weʼre going to talk about the Fourth of July and Independence Day. Itʼs
coming up next week. And since this country will be celebrating Independence Day, Rob,
what do you think it means to be patriotic?

OʼDonnell: Service to your country. We promised on the Fourth of July to become a more
perfect union, and each American owes it to this nation to do their part to make this country a
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better union, to make us a better nation, to make us a better people, to make us the shining
light of the world, which we are. Thereʼs no doubt we are.

It falls on dark times lately with all the rhetoric that goes on, but itʼs up to the individual
citizen of America, the person who lives here, the people who came here to make this their
country, to pay into that philosophy that we are a more perfect union and we strive to be a
more perfect union.

Weʼre going to make mistakes. Weʼve made mistakes in the past. And weʼve owned them, and
weʼve changed them as weʼve come along with them. And weʼre going to change mistakes
that we make in the future. But itʼs each citizenʼs duty to strive their best, not just take from
this country, but also give back to it.

Del Guidice: How would you encourage, just generally, Americans to be more patriotic in
their day-to-day? What you see on social media conversations, maybe youʼve overheard
—given the filter that you have, how would you encourage this year Americans to be
more patriotic?

OʼDonnell: My No. 1 encouragement is to get o� social media. Go out and view America, see it
with your own eyes, see it for yourself, talk to people of di�erent diversities in this country
that have done their part to make this the greatest country in the world. And go see it and
experience these experiences that we have across this nation.

And you canʼt do that through your phone, you canʼt do that through the TV, watching the
nightly news. Go out there and do it because you watch what other people give you to watch.
Itʼs a narrative, itʼs a narrative to slant their view or to get advertisers.

When you go out and see America with your own eyes and see how beautiful this nation is
and see how beautiful its people are, thatʼs the No. 1 thing I can recommend to people this
Fourth of July.

Del Guidice: Well, weʼve seen in this past year a lot of attacks on law enforcement. Weʼve
seen, as we talked about in the past, Rob, the defunding of police in di�erent cities
across the country. As someone who has served this country in a few of her darkest
hours, for sure, given your service on 9/11, what would you say to the people about the
importance of law enforcement and all they do for us as we celebrate this country?

OʼDonnell: Law enforcement is not a perfect profession. I will be the first to admit that. But
we do our best, and I would hold our track record up against any other profession in this
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nation.

As far as defunding the police, I think weʼre seeing real-time test cases across this nation in
cities like Baltimore and Chicago and New Orleans and St. Louis and New York and
Philadelphia on what defunding the police does to these cities, to the rise in crime, the
percentage in shootings and homicides and just danger for the everyday citizen.

And if weʼre not going to learn from these immediate reactions to their actions of defunding
the police, then weʼre in for a sad future and a sad couple of years.

Del Guidice: As we talk about the Fourth of July and patriotism, something that recently
happened in the news, I think, to a degree, illustrates where weʼre at in this country
when it comes to how people feel about it.

Thereʼs an Olympic contender, Gwen Berry, who, when the national anthem was played
during a competition, she turned her back to the American flag and held up a T-shirt that
said, “Activist athlete.” Sheʼs competing for a spot to support our country. And she may
be in the Olympics representing the United States.

What is your perspective on this and the attitude that weʼre seeing more prevalent in
todayʼs day and age, where people openly show contempt for a country that theyʼre
representing to the rest of the world?

OʼDonnell: Yeah. Iʼve actually touched base on this on social media. She absolutely has the
right to protest the way she did. She absolutely has the right to feel the way she did and act
the way she did. What she doesnʼt have the right to do is represent the United States and
Team USA during the Olympics if thatʼs the way she feels.

I think itʼs quite hypocritical on her part to use the platform of representing the USA for her
personal agenda to be an activist.

Your position as Team USA members, as a USA Olympian is to represent your nation and be
the best person you can be for your country on the world stage. And sheʼs totally failed at that
aspect, so I 100% support her right to protest, but if thatʼs the way she truly feels, she
shouldnʼt be representing Team USA at the Olympics.

Del Guidice: Rob, youʼve talked about this on the podcast before, but for anyone who
missed that episode when you were on, you were involved in response and rescue to the
ʼ93 World Trade Center bombing as well as the response and recovery on September
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11th. Can you tell us about what that experience was like for listeners who may have
missed getting to hear you talk about that?

OʼDonnell: Yeah. I mean, responding on 9/11, I saw the worst in the world. I saw the worst
this nation has faced, one of the worst incidents this nation has faced. And then I saw the best
of America.

I saw the way we responded to that, how we responded that day, how everyday citizens, our
first responders, the firemen, the police, your medics, your everyday doctors that went down
there to try and help. That was the very best in American.

And a�er 9/11, how we came together as a nation, how we embraced our neighbors, how we
were afraid and decided that we had more in common than we did that drove us apart. And
that was the beautiful thing out of that that I like to remember now that weʼre coming on the
20th anniversary.

Del Guidice: Since we are coming to the 20th anniversary, and given the fact that you
were there on that day and you saw, as you mentioned, the best and the worst at the
same time, what is your perspective on the current climate of patriotism in the United
States, as someone who was there on 9/11, has that as their filter, and then sees some of
the things that, as you mentioned, we see on the nightly newscast and other things? As
someone whoʼs experienced that, what would be your admonition or your perspective
on just the current climate of patriotism right now in this country?

OʼDonnell: Well, based on what I saw with my eyes and my family experience with me seeing
what I saw, several years later, my son decided to serve our country and attend the service
academy and is currently active-duty military. My daughter is in a BSN nursing program to
serve our country in the medical field. And my youngest child just got accepted to all three
service academies. And sheʼs going to be attending one starting tomorrow and is going to
serve our country.

So thatʼs my perspective of the future patriotism of this nation. There are young men and
women out there that love this country and want to serve it and give back to the nation
before they go out and take what this country has to o�er them.

Del Guidice: Thatʼs beautiful. Thank you for sharing that, and thank you to them for their
service. On a somewhat di�erent note, before we end, weʼre going to end with the
Fourth of July, but I wanted to talk about the Fourth of July in terms of summer season

D
O
N
A
T
E

https://secured.heritage.org/dailysignal?src=stickybutton_af


6/22/22, 11:23 AM What 9/11 First Responder Says About Patriotism, Fourth of July

https://www.dailysignal.com/2021/07/02/what-nypd-ex-cop-and-9-11-first-responder-says-about-patriotism-july-4th/ 6/7

in crime. … The summer tends to be a time where there is an increase in crime in big
cities. What is your perspective on what youʼve seen 2021 be like so far?

OʼDonnell: I donʼt think weʼve yet hit rock bottom in these cities. And I think thatʼs what it
takes.

Back in the late ʼ80s, early ʼ90s in New York when I was a police o�icer, the city was begging
for help. They were begging for more police because these people of all diversities in the
inner city said, “Enoughʼs enough. Iʼm tired of sleeping in my bathtub. Iʼm tired of not being
able to walk to the store. Iʼm tired or not being able to walk my child to school and keeping
him home because of the gunfire.”

The crime is increasing exponentially. These cities are dangerous now. You see the crime
every day on the news for these cities. And until it gets as bad as it can get before enough
people say, “Enoughʼs enough,” itʼs not going to change. And these cities are going to remain
a danger for the everyday citizen that just wants to live their life.

Del Guidice: Well, as we wrap-up here, and as many families will be eating together
across the country to celebrate the Fourth of July, people will be in our nationʼs capital
watching the fireworks or anywhere else in any of the cities across this country, what do
you think should be top of mind for all Americans as we celebrate July Fourth this year?

OʼDonnell: What the Fourth of July stands for, our independence as a nation to make us a
more perfect union. Get out there, do your part to make America a more perfect union.
Correct what you donʼt know about this nation. Learn our nationʼs history. Take one day, that
day to learn one thing about our nation that you didnʼt know and teach it to your family, let
them teach it.

And go out and see things through your own eyes. Again, donʼt view it on social media or the
TV or listen to it on the radio, go out and see America with your own eyes. Itʼs truly a beautiful
country.

Del Guidice: Rob, thatʼs a great note to end on. Thank you for joining us once again on
“The Daily Signal Podcast.” Itʼs always great having you with us.

OʼDonnell: Thank you, Rachel. Thanks for having me. Happy Fourth of July.

Have an opinion about this article? To sound o�, please email letters@DailySignal.com and
weʼll consider publishing your edited remarks in our regular “We Hear You” feature. Remember
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to include the url or headline of the article plus your name and town and/or state.

The Daily Signal depends on the support of readers like you. Donate now

 @LRacheldG

Rachel del Guidice
Rachel del Guidice is director of communications for Rep. Mark Green, a Republican who
represents Tennessee's 7th Congressional District. She previously was a congressional
reporter and podcast host for The Daily Signal.
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