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Resolve to Be Undefeated

By J.B. Shurk

As the world becomes more dangerous and uncertain, there are two kinds of human responses that often surface.  There are those
who are so understandably distraught by quickly unfolding events seemingly beyond their control that they throw up their
hands in exasperation, fearing that all is lost.  Then there are those who, having recently awakened to the daunting issues
surrounding us or having been stewing in their juices for years waiting for others to notice what's going on, now find a fire in
their bellies as an energetic determination takes hold.  I encourage you to find your way toward the second camp.

It is not that I have unwavering optimism that all will be well; it is that I know that the more of us who accept reality for what it is
and then proceed to tackle it accordingly, the more quickly we will achieve our goals.  Even the most demoralized among us
know this to be true.  I have never met anyone who says, "And then the Global Deep State will take control and hold all power
over the rest of humanity forever."  Nobody worried about the collapse of the West believes that those doing the demolition will
be permanently victorious.  Government tyranny is nothing new.  Evil disguised as part of a false State religion regularly
returns.  Loss of liberty and the spread of slavery are regrettably routine.

People are depressed today not because encroaching totalitarianism is succeeding behind the camouflage of the West's "politically
correct," "we're all in this together," "we must protect democracy," "the planet is dying," "everything is racist," manipulative
pablum.  They are depressed because they know how much hard work will be required to dredge all this evil hokum from
society, liberate the masses, and find victory in the midst of retreat.  It is the size of the gargantuan task before us that is
intimidating — not some belief in certain defeat.  Once you recognize that distinction — once you accept that no matter how
heavy the load we must bear nor how long the road we must travel, there is a path to success — then the real challenge becomes
executing a vision of our better future and not perpetually mourning the burial of our trampled past.  As with many challenges
worth pursuing, the most difficult first step is changing one's state of mind to that of a warrior.

Among writer David Mamet's considerable achievements, he deftly addresses the warrior mindset in a number of his
works.  In Ronin, Spartan, and the television series The Unit, the master wordsmith delves into notions of honor, duty,
perseverance, and sacrifice.  One of his often overlooked gems contemplating these subjects, though, is Redbelt, a film about a
jiu-jitsu instructor who teaches his students over and over that no matter the adversity — in combat or in life — there is always
an action that will prevent defeat.  Neutralizing any threat requires understanding the given circumstances, choosing the correct
response, and executing that response faithfully.  Mamet, who is trained in mixed martial arts and reveals an undeniable respect
for true warriors, drops philosophical pearls throughout the film that would resonate with any servicemember, law enforcement
officer, or veteran, or anyone else who has been or will be in harm's way:

A man distracted is a man defeated.

There's always an escape.

There is no situation that you could not turn to your advantage.

One rule — put the other guy down.

Who imposes the terms of the battle will impose the terms of the peace.

You control yourself, you control [your opponent].

https://www.americanthinker.com/
https://www.americanthinker.com/author/jb_shurk/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1012804/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=YIarsaSemi3SwKtDfJkXOvjtUJMMzb5lmavAyddAwx8j2kSUqR08Sr1V03TwflUz340Of%2FpxkGU9ADYvjORAdYrd1eLwzADi4kpFMCgpwyeyPIShZDKRwbAgbYpQ%2BIaRs49oQG6chXpBA0Wj2As6b7KomSfTPUB%2B0EC6Aw403dti8swayAKZllHhYZZopPpWek9%2BGgR65qq3wWztgt%2BuNmtxwpxIdGvuY0gk2QHTOQ4b4DaK2g4qmKXVxMm6ntfxCp6Em%2FJ89%2B2vSUFFjitzqcmuZL%2FgjyiHPzW9LgAPNqjz8hwOpGwh9Ql9RRDZRpymo9UsUjTckeDi3IJNq6tKgcdt4WaBsbXQQBO%2BtRtpntlEB%2BsgApnuz0P9TWA5ag5ltbOWNMxTfO2wY%2BnE%2Fh0uP1r80peWDuUI9mRcrDlpCYO2Oj8j1pXs%2Bqm9GEyu%2BIEwSeQUWHpNISFEcc0KQetznA%2Bi2dcqRcHI2VqxL9etJTOcqeS47lwOZu1dZf7Co0LEB%2B2bID%2BpMjFKBzHMchAHDMNF53iWGtS5TFw%2B6PY%2FAweAOEj2FX4wN3grv7o37IL3bkZv6MYfeEztMSCXIzJvi%2BQiAdwOTe%2FZQG1Lc7%2FOVrq4gLdzQ%2BpTVg4Gg%2FYYKM%2BF2Hspc7fv%2FXyEJX2q5e9gRcH6T7Qq%2FRSXtQy64e%2FJJIGyj84gPAs4RBCXRColAoL8gGVIt1N%2FkUpAZnx6iiMWML2%2BpiQ%2BYWYGMObf3H6ofkN%2FTm8Xkl1LoRzMetdSnEVk%2FF1HMa3zAZJ1tvVTSHvMD9dyIkWwGjSKLLF6eyl2UBOVR%2BNUVL4dbsqMFCzFSHQMwYbjFtrlhLU1Ntjx%2BvOLr9Udti7UbXFUEdqUCp%2BYhdqYCIjoZ2CsuXiOv2dpAy2MCE%2FfHCafdYdKgGI%2BHjNfFoSh5SDjpqI3rXJfuMbTMgnbyoOwZZ9jBZ7thaDx65fwdDUWVMTGWStU9YoRtX5JDpswRsq4x6sG0LzTj09RiTth8K6ohcO%2F3XluN40zFQ1%2Bw%2FaOECJlWsgIGlWMlLGmNc79T3oanAYdTjot%2BBOGJt2drtwc%2FJB2pvxOo9%2BI7sPz74KMuoKwXuKBXDSb%2FLiGJLGD4AzLhlLuZhbAXy53AlOecuMitbxZjZMZnvvYdWZ3H0Bdzmq5q7kh37BgdMEV92pvap9%2BXwOzIbN%2BmmpjMtzO5wH9q%2FXAkGAY4v1LNTUDSUcHGmdOyUjpi5XBTgHkfKL6uJnVMgiG05a47Pq1i45iQEXLrbDbZiVn0JhOfZ4ARmyrjQV%2B9Vw3aWrEaAs1T99O9WvfA59s%2FASaeFppPcq7C79%2F3AouF1MTZzK1X4XkXUZ1RP6OiVKW1f4rJGKsHstW1UyHxmeGHyhPbnBfj9EFKBl8FbaHElS%2FcsE6FxyAEZoKdII0p9Y8uOUddKnosTvNnr%2Bqk3zemgdn5ZzOAO%2FoVqBLwxMHf1bmiZEznSGhrfy4cr6FCHQxpxzi9YASZGej28zFS8T4jsuYzz7Wph04RIm0krrUOWFpcsyfECHU5R8GOKNnZ7xycTJGBGxu%2BNGkZex8tUNXRLbpqOjxgB%2BRkpLG6SAAnOHrBoW8QHDmkr%2BcB7fBx4UHFvejZLceebOYMlC10aOBN1OYatJdHnzYBzsidCRpvgrR04DO7fLGbo4TFPIzD%2BInP8jcTuSUuPuK94dw%2F3sWeXWqM4bly%2BDGEPByNd4ETdiJx5TFdBshwIBV27ew%2Bp2Pnkxt%2BKftexOWkmOnN1wA%2BX%2FD7ZVbQTh5g%2BD5%2FRx%2FmHEsi2r7347e&s2s=1


Everything has a force.  You embrace it or deflect it.  Why oppose it?

The best weapon in the world is a flashlight ... so you can look deep into the other guy's eyes.

With Redbelt, Mamet articulates not just a warrior code, but also a philosophy for living: no matter how daunting the
circumstances, there is always a path forward.  There is always an action that will redefine the nature of the fight.  There is always
an available choice in how a battle proceeds.  There is always a way to secure victory in the face of what seems like certain
defeat.  Do not let yourself get distracted with nonsense.  Never abandon your common sense.  Accept the circumstances around
you as they are and not as you would wish them to be.  Everywhere you go, spread light because your enemies find power in
darkness.  These are all sage rules both for living a good life and for finding secure footing when things don't go according to
plan.  

All of this brings to mind Confucius, who observed more than twenty-five hundred years ago, "By three methods we may learn
wisdom: First, by reflection, which is noblest; Second, by imitation, which is easiest; and Third by experience, which is the
bitterest."  Reflection, of course, is excruciatingly difficult.  It takes time and patience and a willingness to abandon what we once
thought certain when new knowledge upends deeply held truths.  It is, by nature, a solitary struggle and requires a person to
question everything — especially those things we have merely been told by others.  The wiser the person, the more likely that
person will admit to knowing very little.  

Experience puts the flesh on wisdom's bones but does so with much pain along the way.  Before we can understand wily
deception, we must first be wholly deceived.  Before we can grasp true love, we must endure heartbreak.  Before we can
honestly seek God's mercy, we must first grapple with despair.  Experience helps us see through falsehoods at great personal cost
but ultimately prepares us for reflecting upon once-hidden, sometimes unfathomable truths.

Alongside that hard fought space between experience and reflection lies imitation, and imitation as a means of gaining wisdom
can be most cruel.  It depends on possessing enough experience to know whom to imitate and engaging in enough reflection to
know when to reject the examples of those we imitate when they yet behave unwisely.  In this regard, when it is done correctly,
it is not easy at all.  Instead, it tends to put us in the position of imitating the loudest, most popular, or most credentialed
members of society, when none of those attributes connotes wisdom.  

The Intelligence Community says, "Trust us," but then those same spies also readily admit that they lie for a living.  Politicians
and bureaucrats claim to be "public servants" but then demand that the public obey every government mandate without
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protest.  Corporate news media claim to pursue objective truth but then unquestionably parrot the talking points of their
government allies and corporate bosses.  Medical doctors claim to "follow the science" but then walk like lemmings off COVID-
19's experimental "vaccine" cliff simply because government health bureaucrats demand they do so.  Academics perceive their
own academy as filled with society's most intellectually knowledgeable when in fact they have become so single-minded in their
support of an insular, "politically correct" worldview and so quick to reject rigorous scrutiny or Socratic debate that they may
actually be society's most indoctrinated group!  Wherever you look, those most likely to say, "Trust us, believe us, imitate us,"
are precisely the ones spouting falsehoods as truths.  

It should be no surprise, then, that the world feels upside-down today.  Those we might normally imitate in better times are
known liars; our experiences leave us feeling deceived and abused; our reflection informs us that we must upend the status
quo to find salvation.  Nobody ever said wisdom comes cheaply.  As Mamet identifies in the warrior's ethos, first we understand
our circumstances honestly, then find the correct response, and finally, execute that response faithfully.

The best weapon is a flashlight.  Every situation can be turned to an advantage.  There is always an escape.  It's the warrior's
path to victory.

Image: Marco Verch Professional Photographer and Speaker via Flickr, CC BY 2.0.
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What you espouse is all any of us can do.
However, most of the sheeple will not fight for anything. Their moral compass has been destroyed, if they even had one. They are
too complacent and mentally lazy in their electronic dream world. The ones that could do something don't know, what they don't
know, due to media manipulation. FEAR has driven them into mindlessness.
Many of us do shine the light and what most of us see is more and more corruption. It is all a great plan, if only---------------

And, the sheeple are still asleep.

Steven F Solomon 5 days ago

Reply Share 7 0

"Experience puts the flesh on wisdom's bones but does so with much pain along the way."
Mr. Shurk, you should add your phrase to the philosophical pearls you have cited. It is so appropriate today.

John Watson 5 days ago

Reply Share 5 0

It's elementary my dear Shurk! Do you think this premise is true? That the Democratic Party believes the wealth and income of
this country was stolen, not earned. Hence, the economy and society must be collapsed before equity and social justice can
prevail. If so, then what they are setting in motion is not a result of incompetence. They are on a mission.

Time is of the essence.  We can no longer loiter over the bromide - "if nothing ever changes, nothing ever changes".

The Democrats declared war on those who disagree with them in 2016.  Any extra-Constitutional act up to and including the use
of a health crisis (possibly contrived) and rigging of elections - are acts of patriotism.  That also includes using the Justice
Department, the FBI, the CIA, the IRS, and Homeland Security to help in that war effort.

It is a time for choosing. Otherwise, as Karl Von Clausewitz - another great writer - famously quipped, "War is regarded as nothing
but the continuation of politics by other means".

Edward D Holman 5 days ago

Reply Share 5 0

J.B.,

Sadly we are where we are because of apathy, and the belief that our system of government would never be subdued or corrupt
our God given natural rights, when in fact that is exactly what has happened.

Elections are now spoils of Democrats, and they deftly steal elections with ballot harvesting, going so far as to print replacement
ballots in their election chicanery. The 2018, 2020 and now 2022 elections all were anomalous, in that none of them comported
with polling expectations and record turnout in all three. To the point that in 2022 the GOP had 6,000,000 more votes cast and did
not gain one seat.

What is a nation to do when about 70 million people who are armed to the teeth realize their franchise is kaput. Who are now
serfs, to be herded, and dictated to by legislation making us subject to cruelty and derision of the most childish DNC form.

Democrats have so poisoned the well we cannot even get a Speaker elected, can civil disobedience and belligerence be not far
behind…

Daily derision of Trump after all these years is simply tiring and reminds us of whom these people think they are to dictate to us
who we may CHOOSE to lead us, this is tyranny of the most rank form.

As the Democrats take retribution against us for their own madness of hatred personified, and the Nazis reborn, as they create
their fascist Empire of sand and clay. They build nothing but anger and hate, as they reduce us to amoral citizens that dare to
vote and act in accordance with our conscience. As their vanguard of 87,000 new, Statsi agents spread their poison across the
land and begin their Final Solution.

Democrats certainly have cruelty down pat, that is for sure, since they kill ghetto citizens with depraved indifference. And they
never saw a baby they could not kill with abortion.

Alan Halbert 5 days ago
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Stacey Abrams says abort a child to kill inflation…

These people abuse one and all, it is time they be shown the door, when they kill citizens with depraved indifference with their
open borders, and wild, wild west in their ghettos means they have given up the obligation to govern. Choosing instead to sell it
to NGO's to do their dirty work and revolving campaign funds.

Between the corruption, crime, and abject racism Democrats are killers with a smile, and belong in Hades, and the sooner they
get there the better.

This is war

Remember Afghanistan, Kari Lake

In Libertas

Show More

Reply Share 5 0

"They are depressed because they know how much hard work will be required to dredge all this evil hokum from society, liberate
the masses, and find victory in the midst of retreat. It is the size of the gargantuan task before us that is intimidating — not some
belief in certain defeat."

About sums it up for me. Maybe something will happen that serves as tangible inspiration (eg, Gretchen Whitmer of MI getting
prosecuted for abusing her constitutionally limited governing powers during covid) but things are not looking good.

Karl Oman 5 days ago

Reply Share 4 0

Excellent article--time to pray up, suit up (in the full armor of God) and show up! Be the happy warrior for though there will be
many trials and tribulations, we know victory is assured.

Be the flashlight and let your light shine. Yes, we must war in the halls of government and academia, in the newsrooms and
boardrooms, and every place where evil is. There is much for us to do, but this battle is the LORD's. If God is not first in our
hearts, then there is no path to success. National Prayer Day is May 4th. Mark it on your calendar and make appropriate
accommodations. As Ronald Reagan observed, "If we ever forget that we are a nation under God, we will be a nation gone
under."

Tom McAllister 4 days ago

Reply Share 1 0

The tiny percentage of actual, real men left among us will stand as the ‘damn few’ who get it and know intuitively the evil that
parades daily in the forms of political correctness and virtue signaling - two of Satan’s favorite tools he uses in our day where
intellectually impotent, morally weak fools follow lock-step to their well earned status as cowards and sheeple.

Like it or not, agree with it or not…neither alter or change what’s coming. And that rough-around-the-edges man at work, or your
neighborhood who lacks a filter and is misunderstood by all but veterans will become the hero of the day when the domestic
enemy of this country (the Democratic Party) begins its final demise via the sword by their hands.

Emmer Biggins 4 days ago

Reply Share 0 0

Wrong audience. If this could be translated into emoji and ran as a text message.
William Johnson 5 days ago

Reply Share 0 0
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