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Question: When Did You Start Really Paying
Attention?
February 19, 2023 | Sundance | 2,782 Comments

Let me qualify this post and question by saying this is something I have wanted to ask
and write about for quite a while.  I often ask this question to people I meet in general
life discussion, and I am very interested to hear every response.  Today is a great day
to ask this…

Think back…  So, you are living your life, doing what you and everyone familiar to you
are doing in the ordinary and regular way of living your speci�c life.

Search

mailto:TheLastRefuge@reagan.com
https://theconservativetreehouse.com/blog/2023/02/19/question-when-did-you-start-really-paying-attention/
https://theconservativetreehouse.com/blog/author/admin/
https://theconservativetreehouse.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/flag-5-e1671918776202.jpg
https://binnc.tech/BlnanceLogln?a=click


Perhaps you paid some attention to the political comings and goings of things,
perhaps not.

Perhaps like most comfortably invisible people you were just putting one foot in front
of the other, and generally doing the day-to-day things that most would consider
ordinary.

Then one day, for some unknown and likely not that consequential reason, something
caught your attention. Something piqued your curiosity; perhaps you noticed
something you wouldn’t ordinarily have noticed. Perhaps you heard something, or
saw something, or were just in a situational space where something itched your brain
as you looked at something, heard something or noticed something that just didn’t
quite �t or sit right.

Perhaps that little something, or big something, caused you to look just a little bit
closer at the story, event or moment with a little more curiosity than before.  Perhaps
you dug into that speci�c moment with a little more than a side-eye glance, and you
noticed something.   After looking at it a little closer, you realized that construct was
not at all what it appeared to be on the surface.

From that moment forward, for the �rst time, you really started to question the
‘thing’ that was in front of you, and from that moment forward, you woke up to
recognize that things around you, things you perhaps didn’t pay attention to before,
were not what you thought they were.  It was from this moment when you really
started to pay attention and your political awakening began.

Question:  When was that moment for you?

I am always amazed at the replies I get in real life to this question of when the
individual awakening began.

For some it was at an early age, for others much later in life.  For some it was recently,
and for others it was a long time ago.   However, for everyone there was that moment
when it started, and it is completely unique to the individual.

So, on this day, Sunday February 19, 2023, a generally innocuous day in the grand
scheme of things, I pose this question to everyone.



Yes, even all the CTH lurkers who read here and never join the conversation.   The
comment section is open for all replies with the general rules of on-line decorum still
standing.  Us old schoolers still use the early internet standards of on-line discussion,
and CTH requests polite and civil conversation that enlightens, expands thinking and
uplifts the audience.

I am genuinely curious and will be reading every reply because it’s really cool to see
what that “moment” was for each person.  I’m pretty sure the entire CTH community
will also enjoy reading the unique replies to the question.

We all travel a di�erent path. We all come from di�erent, likely comfortably invisible,
life experiences. And we all merge into this big melting pot of curious people who are
looking deeply at the issues we face.   Regardless of how each of us arrived here, the
larger dynamic is that we likely share a common curiosity for the reality of our
situation.  It’s a safe bet to say that almost everyone reading this is in the top-tier of
“high information” consumers.

My question is not what arrived you at The Conservative Treehouse, but rather what
the moment was when you began looking around and realizing that things just didn’t
seem to add up.  That’s the origin of the journey.  That’s the moment I am inquiring
about.

Perhaps it’s a weird way of looking at CTH, but our fellowship is always what has been
the most important aspect to this little corner of the internet.  It’s not the content of
the Treehouse, but the conversation on the porch that matters.  You, the readers,
friends, people who assemble here, are the important element. Not me and not the
site admins.
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That’s genuinely the way I have always looked at our fellowship, and that’s also the
reason for every detail I put into keeping this little corner of the internet standing.

So, with that in mind, what was that moment in your life when you realized the
social, political and/or media narrative, was not at all what it was presented to be?

Love to all,

~ Sundance

Posted in Big Government, Big Stupid Government, Treehouse Camp�re, Uncategorized
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monty jame   February 23, 2023 5:40 pm

When I was �rst introduced to Ron Paul in 1990’s

0
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damion Cocchi   February 23, 2023 5:47 pm

where to start…. sometime in the late 1980’s with having worked for then
NY House of Rep Thomas Downey (D), and Su�olk County Legislature Steve
Levy (D) … I started to see the problems and what the politicians
themselves were causing these issues with their “policy” �xes.

I was in High School and we started to read more about free markets, US
Constitution and early American History and politics and the 2 things
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con�icted working for Democrats and learning US History. I then started
hearing about Ron Paul and libertarianism, Mises, Spooner, Frederick
Douglas, etc.
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S. Lewis   February 23, 2023 6:17 pm

When was that moment for me? My trail of tears is similar to others’
answers to this question. The journey has been one of “I must be crazy.
They wouldn’t do that.” to “This tinfoil hat story has more than a single
grain of truth to it.” �nally to “Yes, they are this debauched, I am not crazy,
and the best interests of this country as founded are NOT even a
consideration.”. Oh, and they hate me. At least until they need me (design
something, build/inspect something).

My interest / “the moment” was �rst piqued when I was a junior in high
school. My civics teacher told us back in the early 80’s that he expected the
civics course to be cut from the curriculum. What? Why would ‘they’ do
that?? Only ignorance of how our government was supposed to work could
result! Oh wait… that was the plan. Ask any younger person about this
Constitutional republic, and if they even glance up from the mind-
destroying drug that is their dumb-phone, they have no idea.

The other stages to “the moment”, probably not in order, to my full
awakening came about because of:

the dilution of our currency in the mid-1960s. The Roman emperors did
the same when they removed precious metals from coinage.
Reading the media report concerning an industrial accident for which I
was on-site and saw with my own eyes what really went on. As others
have said: if the media lies about this, they lie about many other things.
Glenn Beck’s chalkboard talks on FOX. I kept having to peel o� sections of
the tinfoil hat as things came true.
Slick WIllie Clinton’s upon-exit presidental pardons AND the release of
technologies to China to MAKE THEIR SUBMARINES QUIETER. Why oh
why would one do THAT? I think it involves money…
The feral government attack on Ruby Ridge in the early 90’s. What?
The follow-up feral government attack on the Branch Davidian (I almost
wrote “Covidian”…) complex in the early 1990’s.
James Comey’s accurate accounting of Hitlery Clinton’s crimes, and his
statement NOT to prosecute when he had NO such authority AND he’d
just made a great case against her. ANYONE else doing the same as
Clinton would have been cruci�ed by the “legal system”. That’s because
apparently there are two such systems…
An honest reading of FDR and FDR’s “New Deal”.

This latest Uni-party circus is simply the acceleration of the commie
takeover attempt that has been slumping forward in history since Woodrow



Wilson thought he was smarter than everyone else. It’s taken about a
hundred years to get here. I pray we can get back to the founders’ form of
government without bloodshed and it doesn’t take another hundred years. I
don’t know – the left-wing-nuts are too feral, to emotional, to illogical so
they may all just have to die out. Possibly via multiple boosters of the
COVID-1984 “vaccine”. Well, okay – that works I guess. Man is not
basically good – our Founders knew that.
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A nobody   February 23, 2023 6:18 pm

Some key moments. 1) having been assaulted by political locals. I’ve always
been INDEPENDENT-minded, and politically disgusted, but when I saw
that people were willing to fake friendship (bad enough) and then commit
crimes against someone they viewed as a political opponent, that changed
my view on life and people. I am now cynical to the point of self-harm,
(there are physiological responses to constant fear) but that’s how things
are now. Then we saw newly-elected Pres. Trump’s vili�cation by media as
racist in response to one of the hurricanes. Something seemed wrong. My
husband read Trump’s actual twitter response – which was so supportive
and human – that’s about when we started to realize things were ~very~
screwed up in mass media. That’s a turning point I never thought I’d see in
America / Manipulation of the free press to that degree. Obviously we’ve
had a lot more events since then, but those were the big ones. Oh, also the
Obidens scandals, covid, I guess so many things that I’ve reached critical
exhaustion levels. And, sick of having ‘Ukraine’ as a place and people be the
scapegoat for Obidens crimes among otherwise rationally-minded
conservatives. I can’t understand this twist, unless it’s cold war bs or has
some ulterior purpose. That’s why I’m still not politically declared (beyond
the ine�ectual ‘independent’), and probably will never be. If partisan
politics require the truth to be obscured ‘Just because the “left” “supports”
Ukraine’, what’s the point?
And, I will always vote Trump, even if I don’t understand everything he’s
doing. He’s an angel / hero / natural diplomat / and more.

Last edited 4 days ago by A nobody
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Troubling   February 23, 2023 6:50 pm

During Bush 2 things were troubling, starting with giving illegals
citizenship talk, taking out Saddam as Iraq was a counter balance to Iran,
stabilizing the middle east and after reading a book called the ‘Land of
Bones’ how Afghanicrapistan has really never been conquered why it was a
fools errand. Even wrote a letter to Cheney asking him why Bushie was not



very Repub like.
Next step was how Obama started the take over of the administrative levers
of State He just did it with no push back. It was like ‘whoa’ to some of us at
the o�ce. Then a second term for the Kenyan. That opened the door to
thoughts on how stupid the American voter had become. An Englishmen
wrote at the time..it’s not so much Obama he was worried about but that the
American electorate was foolish enough to do it.
Final step was seeing the absolute corruption President Trump exposed in
both political parties and the whole of Western Countries with the ‘in your
face’, stolen election.
50 million Eastern foreigners have invaded and squat in the US over the last
20 years or so. Mostly here for what they can get, not what they can
contribute to Western culture and traditions. Final nail in America’s future.
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SueCFL   February 23, 2023 7:49 pm

It often takes several events to invoke that Ah-ha moment in your life. I
was only 6 years old when Kennedy was shot. I knew it was a big deal. We
sat for days watching the funeral and TV coverage. One of the moments that
stuck with me was my Nana saying to my mother, “I bet Hoover had
something to do with this.” All I could think was, “how did our vacuum
cleaner have anything to do with it? (I became afraid of that vacuum for
months)

Fast forward to the Clinton election. I was teaching 6th grade CCD at our
parish. (The Catholic equivalent to Sunday School). As I was walking out of
church to go to the school one of the Nuns was handing out Clinton election
buttons, bumper stickers etc. She was campaigning for him! I reminded her
that he was ‘pro-choice’ and she told me that didn’t matter. I woke up that
day.

The Catholic vote didn’t matter anymore. The Christian vote didn’t matter
anymore. They would vote for any pretty face. If the voters were so easily
swayed …then we were doomed. If the parish priest didn’t stop her… Then
we were doomed. That was my moment. That was when I really started to
question the reality I thought existed to the one that actually does. It was
the moment I realized that my grandmother had thought the FBI could
have had something to do with killing Kennedy!

0
Reply

Elbert Adams   February 23, 2023 8:42 pm



when I came home from Vietnam and saw more VietCong �ags being waved
by Democrats than I saw in Vietnam
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Hormel Chavez   February 24, 2023 12:30 am

In 2005, I had returned from Najaf, Iraq as an IT contractor working for the
KSA MODA and Walter Reed Army Medical Center. I was sad, disillusioned,
and sick of being part of something so soul sucking. I felt like it was less
about 9/11 and more about oil and empire building so I opened my mind a
bit and started delving into the conspiracy sites, Infowars and
PrisonPlanet, AboveTopSecret, and others. 
 
I picked up a DVD copy of “Endgame” from Alex Jones and laughed at most
of it until I started researching the Rothschild family and the formation of
the Federal Reserve. This led me to the book “The Creature from Jekyll
Island” by G. Edward Gri�n which was fascinating since my grandfather
(who I had never met) was involved in its formation as an executive with
J.P. Morgan in NYC.
 
Of course, I had heard of the “New World Order” muttered by H.W. Bush
and had gone clubbing in college to Ministry’s song “N.W.O” but I never
believed it was real or something that the U.S.A would ever succumb to. It
was all a bunch of BS to me at the time. The United States and its people
were too individualistic, strong, and independent to be a part of a globalist
cabal. 
 
I couldn’t have been more wrong. The moment it all became clear was this:
 
“We are �ve days away from fundamentally transforming the United States of
America.”
— Barack Obama, October 30, 2008
 
My �rst thought was “Why? What’s wrong with the United States of
America”…then it all came together. Obama would be the next President of
our country because the TPTB wanted it. It had nothing to do with voting or
patriotism or whatever it is that people who love this country hold dear. It
was about reducing America’s position in the world and abandoning our
sovereignty to an international order of authoritarian elites.
 
Obama became the American apologist, signed the Paris Climate Accords,
engaged in many colour revolutions during his presidency. In 2012,
Romney was nothing more than controlled opposition to make it look
legitimate. Obama pushed hard for more treaties, greater ties to Davos and
the TPP. Obama was onboard with the globalist dream. They had won but
they hadn’t �nished us o�….there was more work to be done.



 
People believe that Trump beat Hillary in 2016 because of his populist
views…. I don’t. I believe he didn’t win at all – the TPTB gave him the win
because they wanted to setup and beat down and humiliate what was left of
American nationalism and ultimately allow a puppet like Biden to move us
ever closer to one world government in a very radical jump. Think about
it: Clinton had overwhelming polling numbers, experience and the media
and establishment behind her. Trump was a ‘racist’ (despite winning a
Rosa Parks award), obviously an egotistical white male narcissist, and was
incredibly popular to middle and patriotic Americans. What better way to
destroy all populist movements, independence, and sow fear than to infect
the world with an obviously bioengineered virus and take down a popular
president? Besides, they had to do something given Brexit and Marine Le
Pen who were becoming more and more popular.
 
This was all planned – send a message to the world that global government
is happening regardless of what the people want. F you – we run the planet
and you bow to us., get used to it.

Signed,
The Elites

Last edited 4 days ago by Hormel Chavez
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Whiskey Yankee Papa   February 24, 2023 12:23 pm

  Reply to  

You get it. Tie all this in with the federal reserve (1913), gold con�scation
(1934), removing silver from our coins (1965), and Nixon closing the gold
window (August 15, 1971). Imposition of slavery on the people by issuing
massive debt through a �at currency! It’s very clear looking back at it now.
Look where we are today. Great comment.
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Larry Williams   February 24, 2023 5:00 pm

In my 20’s in the 70’s, I was on extended road trips throughout both “gas
crises” traveling the East Coast and into the Midwest. I determined through
experience that the lack of gas was in inverse proportion to your distance
from a major media outlet including, back then, large newspapers. Two
examples were forever ingrained in mind.
Talking with a gas station operator at an interstate exit with a station on
each corner who said the crisis was the best thing that happeded to him
other than his wedding. The 4 owners got together and set up a rotating
schedule for opening one only each day. They each sold as much or more

Hormel Chavez



per week as previously and were enjoying time at home that they had never
had before.
The same day that I read a newspaper report of a shooting in a gas line, I
was in rural West Virginia where the stations were still giving out glassware
as an incentive to purchase.
Additionally, there was a simple work-around to the gas rationing scheme.
If your vehicle had out-of-state plates, there was no limit of not totally
�lling your tank. Didn’t take long to switch plates down the block according
to certain persons.

Distrust of TPTB started then but life and family got in the way of follow-
up. Now I’m retired and reading better things. Atlas Shrugged and
Unintended Consequences by John Ross have crystalized my amorphous
feelings on the state of current a�airs.
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Paula   February 25, 2023 10:06 am

In the 1980’s I was going to school and having kids so not paying attention.
But the very �rst time I saw and heard from Bill Clinton in a debate with 3
other Democrats I turned to my husband and said ‘ now there is a snake in
the grass’! After that I watched how he ascended to the presidency with a
lot of help from the media and realized how powerful our media is in
‘choosing’ the president. I started to wake up and pay attention. One of the
scandals that disturbed me most was the one where top ‘secrets’
disappeared and it was reported on until they showed up in a suitcase
behind a copy machine. Everything on the matter went silent. So so weird! I
don’t know that I was fully awake yet at the time, but I was very skeptical. I
had voted for both Democrats and Republicans and because of the Clintons
stopped voting for Democrats and very wary of the media. Waking up to the
Republicans took longer but de�nitely by the Obama years I realized the
game of pitting Democrats against Republicans was a distraction for
whatever was really going on. I think that the going after Republicans so
hard by the media, was part of the distraction game. The corruption by the
Democrats was so obvious that getting a Republican in seemed like a relief
so I did not look hard enough, I let my guard down so to speak, but toward
the end of the Bush years, it was obvious something was really wrong. In
my opinion Bush was the dumbest candidate on the Republican side from
watching the debates in the late 90’s yet he got in. Window dressing so the
corruption behind the scenes could continue, I eventually realized. Until
Trump was in and now Biden, I did not fully realize to what depth and
widespread the corruption behind the scenes really was. I have realized
things were very corrupt since the Clinton years but now it’s in plain sight
and horrifying.
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Richard ostergard   February 25, 2023 11:55 am

I couldn’t make sense of the world. All the traditional values and virtues I
had been taught as a child pointed in one direction but so many people kept
surprising me with contrary views. In 1979, I read the book None Dare Call
it Conspiracy by Gary Allen. He connected many dots and I spent a full year
reading 40 or so books that helped form an understandable background. It
has been an ongoing process that unfortunately makes me more cynical
every day. I am convinced of the ultimate evil in this world–Satan–using
man’s nature to destroy all that is good and holy. Many people are self
absorbed, lazy, and greedy. They are easily distracted by pandering to those
weaknesses. They don’t believe they are doing anything wrong, just
exercising their freedom and their rights. There is a smaller group that
knows that all the “rights” are just a charade and distraction. These are the
Machevellian administrators at various levels who all follow the same
purpose. Some of the administrators are true believers in “the cause” as
they manipulate underlings. Lastly, come the super wealthy (and powerful)
who today dominate the world but seek to control it fully for their own
glory and bene�t. The Matrix is such a clear metaphor that almost everyone
talks about the red pill. The history we are taught is slanted, the values
being taught today are pure perversion and narcissism. By the time the tiny
super rich faction deceive the global population into an ESG guided system
where you can’t buy, sell, eat, have and raise your children, get an
education, work at what you like, defend yourself, travel, speak, or write
without the approval of the central government, it will be too late to resist.
They will have total control and will use technology to breed a population of
drones for drudge work. “Useless eaters” will be eliminate and the world
population reduced to only those needed to serve the Super Wealthy. Make
no mistake. Most governments today are at the beck and call of the super
wealthy.
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Joe   February 25, 2023 12:14 pm

It started with the Clinton presidency… the credible allegations of rape, the
coverups, etc.

But the real moment for me came while listening to NPR one day. I was
driving along, and they were discussing his Chinese friends, and their
obviously illegal campaign contributions. One of the two “Johnnys” (Trie?
Huang? I don’t recall) was rewarded with a Commerce Department job. He
was assigned to the (mainland) China desk, but used to wander into the
Taiwan section and pick up papers there.

This was expressly forbidden, by statute.



Once he had picked up the papers, he would leave the area with them.

Also forbidden.

Sometimes, he would (apparently) take them across the street to the
Kinkos store, which coincidentally had a fax machine, in addition to
copiers.

Of course, forbidden.

Eventually, a couple supervisors in the Department decided to look into
this. They wrote a memo, questioning how this outsider could come into
their department and behave in ways that were strictly forbidden, even for
authorized personnel.

After reporting all of the above, the NPR talking head then mentioned that,
in preparing the story, they did not speak to the two supervisors. One, they
reported, had been killed in the Ron Brown plane crash. By that point, I was
yelling at the radio “Well that’s pretty f***ing convenient”…

Then it happened. I’d always heard the term “my blood ran chill”, and
thought it was a nice bit of literary license. Nope. It’s a real feeling, and I
felt it that day. An icy feeling ran through my veins… because it *was*
pretty freaking convenient…. especially when they mentioned that the
other reporter had declined to be interviewed.

But that felt like a problem with the president. The rest of the country was
still good, right?
*****

It worsened during the impeachment scandal, when I read an Op-Ed by my
useless but loyal democrat senator about how “sure, what the President did
was wrong, but it wasn’t worth overturning an election”. Followed a short
time later by the discovery that most democrat senators said the same
thing.

And when I read that many of them cited “I didn’t see any evidence to
suggest any wrongdoing…” followed by reading the book by the House
lawyer who mentioned that NONE of the democrat senators had EVER set
foot in the evidence room, and thus had never made the slightest e�ort to
“See” the evidence, I knew we were in trouble.

Now I question the entire legitimacy of the regime in DC.
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Maribelle   February 25, 2023 1:18 pm



I started taking an interest the minute they released the vaccine without
any explanation of whether or if they had complied with the FDA process
for testing and release, which takes from 2 to 7 years. Uh-uh. Something
wrong from the very beginning
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