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ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

Texas AG Paxton sues NGO aiding migrants,
accuses it of encouraging illegal immigration

Paxton seeks to have group's registration revoked

 By Adam Shaw 

Published February 20, 2024 6:25pm EST

FIRST ON FOX: Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton is suing a Catholic non-governmental
organization operating in the state and wants to have its registration revoked, alleging that it is
encouraging illegal immigration and operating a stash house for those entering illegally.

Fox News·

Southern California experiencing rise in border crossings, strain on resources
Former San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer on how the border crisis is affecting Southern California and how illegal immigration could have an impact
on Democrats in the upcoming election.
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Paxton has sued Annunciation House — a Catholic nonpro�t set up in the 1980s — and is seeking to
revoke its registration to operate in Texas.

Annunciation House describes itself as a volunteer organization that "offers hospitality to migrants,
immigrants, and refugees in El Paso, Texas."

TEXAS AG KEN PAXTON SAYS STATE WON’T COMPLY WITH BIDEN ADMINISTRATION ORDER TO
REOPEN PARK TO FEDERAL AGENTS

Migrant children wait to receive food at The House of Refuge in El Paso, Texas, on April 24, 2019. (Paul Ratje)
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"Rooted in Catholic social teaching, the volunteers of Annunciation House live simply and in
community, in the same houses as the guests we serve, who are mostly from Mexico and Central
America," the group’s website says. "We also participate in advocacy and education around
immigration issues. We seek to be a voice for justice and compassion, especially on behalf of the
most marginalized of our society."

But Paxton’s lawsuit accuses the group of "openly and �agrantly violating many provisions of law in
a systemic fashion." Speci�cally, it accuses it of providing shelter to illegal immigrants who have
evaded law enforcement, of encouraging illegal immigration, of engaging in human smuggling and
of operating a "stash house."

"Annunciation House appears to be engaged in the operation of an illegal stash house by potentially
allowing others to use its real estate to engage in human smuggling," the lawsuit says.

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/sites/default/files/images/press/Annunciation%20House%20Answer%20and%20Counterclaim%20Filed.pdf
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/sites/default/files/images/press/Annunciation%20House%20Answer%20and%20Counterclaim%20Filed.pdf
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Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton is suing a Catholic non-governmental organization operating in the state and wants to have its
registration revoked. (Drew Angerer)

Paxton’s o�ce had requested records from the organization to evaluate potential violations of
federal law. However, the organization in turn sued the AG’s o�ce, seeking a restraining order and
accusing it of making an impossible demand due to its limited volunteer staff and of violating its
"constitutional rights of association."

EAGLE PASS MAYOR SAYS SHOWDOWN BETWEEN TEXAS, FEDS OVER BORDER CONTROL IS
'FRUSTRATING,' A 'CONSTANT STRUGGLE'

The lawsuit requests that its right to operate in Texas is terminated and also asks the court to
appoint a receiver to liquidate its assets.
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"The chaos at the southern border has created an environment where NGOs, funded with taxpayer
money from the Biden Administration, facilitate astonishing horrors including human smuggling,"
Paxton said in a statement. "While the federal government perpetuates the lawlessness destroying
this country, my o�ce works day in and day out to hold these organizations responsible for
worsening illegal immigration."

In a statement, Annunciation House said it "does its work of accompaniment out of the Gospel
mandate to welcome the stranger."  

"This is no different from the work of schools who enroll migrant children, the clinics and hospitals
who care for the needs of their ill, the churches, synagogues, and mosques who welcome their
families to join in worship," a spokesperson told Fox News Digital. "For the Attorney General to
suddenly attack Annunciation House after forty-six years of service to the poor is simply shameful."
 

Hundreds of migrants, predominantly from Venezuela, cross the Rio Grande. (David Peinado/Anadolu)
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The legal battle comes amid a broader �ght between Texas, which has promoted border security
and sought to block illegal immigrants entering the U.S., and the federal government, which has
embraced the role of NGOs in processing and aiding illegal immigrants and has sought millions in
funding from Congress for groups and communities that receive them.

CLICK HERE TO GET THE FOX NEWS APP

There was a record 2.4 million migrant encounters in �scal 2023, and December set a record for
encounters with more than 301,000 in that month alone. The House last week impeached DHS
Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas over his handling of the crisis. Articles of impeachment now go to the
Senate for a trial.

Fox News' Aubrie Spady contributed to this report.

Adam Shaw is a politics reporter for Fox News Digital, primarily covering immigration and border security.

He can be reached at adam.shaw2@fox.com or on Twitter.
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