3/5/24, 10:15 AM The American revolt against green energy has begun

ar-Estimate.org

UK NEWS WEBSITE OF THE YEAR

The Telegraph Login

Q News 2024 Elections Israel Ukraine Royals Sports Opinion Travel Life Enter

66 COMMENT
The American revolt against green energy has begun

There’s no such thing as a wind or solar ‘farm’, just an ugly industrial site
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I n a story filled with all the standard climate alarmist narratives, USA Today recently
reported on the rising movement by local governments in the United States to refuse to
permit unwanted wind and solar industrial sites in their jurisdictions.

After setting the stage by parroting the Biden administration goals of “100 per cent clean
energy by 2035, a goal that depends on the building of large-scale solar and wind,” USA
Today points to the reality that such big, intrusive, ugly, and destructive industrial sites have
been rejected by twice as many county governments as approved them. The writers
complain that the rejections come about by some combination of “outright bans,
moratoriums, construction impediments and other conditions that make green energy

difficult to build,” but don’t go on to describe why the rejections are taking place.

How do farmers lease their land to solar developers?

Developers will usually pay a farmer a lease per acre over the course of 25 to 40 years to use t...

Expand to read more +

Simply put, these huge industrial sites - we simply must stop using the friendly-sounding
term “farms” to describe them - create all manner of negative consequences for local
communities. Consequences like loud noise from wind turbines, hundreds of dead birds and

bats sprinkled across the countryside, thousands of acres of productive farm or ranchlands
taken out of production for many years if not permanently, spoiled views, enormous
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3/5/24, 10:15 AM The American revolt against green energy has begun
“graveyards” filled with 150-foot blades and solar panels popping up all over the place, and
impacts to local wind and weather patterns that are only now beginning to be understood.

Those consequences and more have become increasingly clear as time has progressed, and
that is making it harder for developers to gain acceptance from the communities that would
serve as hosts. Such pushback is likely to grow more strident in the coming years as it
becomes clear to citizens that their state governments have failed to enact effective
regulatory structures requiring timely and full retirement and remediation of these
industrial sites when their useful life has expired. By that time, these sites will most likely
have been sold off by the big developers who built them to smaller companies that will be
unlikely to be able to bear the enormous costs involved in full removal and remediation.

But by then, it will be too late for the communities to protect their rights. The only real way
to protect a city or county from these myriad impacts is to refuse to allow them to be built.
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Fortunately, the US legal system has been built in a way that protects the rights of all
stakeholders to any industrial development. Those stakeholders include local citizens, their
businesses, their local infrastructure, their archeological sites, and their government entities
- those are givens. But US society has seen fit over the decades to extend similar protections
to animals, plants, the water, and the air as well.
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3/5/24, 10:15 AM The American revolt against green energy has begun
Whenever we hear developers of energy or any other industrial projects complain of lengthy
and complex permitting processes with which they must comply, we must remember that
almost all the hurdles they must overcome to obtain their permits relate to regulations
designed to protect these stakeholder rights. In the US, those regulations relate to major
environmental statutes like the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act, the Endangered Species
Act, the National Environmental Policy Act, and others, like the Antiquities Act. The term
“streamlining permitting” is in fact code for scaling back on those stakeholder protections.

This is the clear trade-off with which the US and other western democracies must grapple if
they are to achieve their climate goals. We must recognize that essentially every “solution”
that has been advanced by the climate alarmist community and the globalist elites pushing
their agenda requires the implementation of authoritarian policies designed to scale back
stakeholder rights, pick winners and losers in the marketplace, and force reluctant
consumers to pay the price.

These kinds of forced solutions are in fact incompatible with the maintenance of a free
society that protects the rights of all stakeholders. That reality is the central conundrum of
this forced, heavily subsidized energy transition — which is not, in fact, a transition at all -

and it is the reason why so many local governments are rejecting these proposed industrial
sites. The climate alarmists understand this, which is why their rhetoric has grown more
shrill and heated over time.

In democracies, we decide major issues like this through elections. So long as we ensure
those elections are conducted freely and fairly, it seems unlikely voters will be willing to
surrender their rights in favor of achieving nebulous climate goals.

David Blackmon had a 40 year career in the US energy industry, the last 23 years of which were
spentin the public policy arena, managing regulatory and legislative issues for various
companies. He continues to write and podcast on energy matters

g POOO G
Wind power, Solar power, Energy crisis, Energy industry, Renewable energy, Net Zero

License this content

The Telegraph values your comments but kindly requests all posts are on topic, constructive and respectful.
Please review our commenting policy.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/us/comment/2024/03/01/american-green-energy-renewables-permit-revolt-net-zero-mad/ 4/8


https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2023/09/06/china-usa-oil-gas-coal-green-energy-transition/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/syndication/contact-us/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/commenting-policy/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/wind-power/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/solar-power/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/energy-crisis/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/energy-industry/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/renewable-energy/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/net-zero/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fus%2Fcomment%2F2024%2F03%2F01%2Famerican-green-energy-renewables-permit-revolt-net-zero-mad%2F&text=The+American+revolt+against+green+energy+has+begun
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fus%2Fcomment%2F2024%2F03%2F01%2Famerican-green-energy-renewables-permit-revolt-net-zero-mad%2F
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fus%2Fcomment%2F2024%2F03%2F01%2Famerican-green-energy-renewables-permit-revolt-net-zero-mad%2F
mailto:?to=&subject=The+American+revolt+against+green+energy+has+begun&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fus%2Fcomment%2F2024%2F03%2F01%2Famerican-green-energy-renewables-permit-revolt-net-zero-mad%2F

3/5/24, 10:15 AM The American revolt against green energy has begun

Show comments W

More stories

Murdoch shuts down TalkTV channel as losses mount

Rishi Sunak has turned the Tories into a hollow Blair tribute
act

66

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/us/comment/2024/03/01/american-green-energy-renewables-permit-revolt-net-zero-mad/ 5/8


https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2024/03/05/murdoch-shuts-down-talktv-channel-as-losses-mount/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/03/05/shopper-lifted-air-shutters-best-one-wales/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/formula-1/2024/03/04/jos-verstappen-saudi-grand-prix-new-horner-video/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2024/03/05/gb-news-losses-balloon-presenters-spending-spree/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/03/04/the-tories-are-being-crushed-by-their-blind-faith-in-incomp/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/03/04/it-was-delusional-to-think-that-germany-had-changed/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/03/05/rishi-sunak-jeremy-hunt-budget-tony-blair/

3/5/24, 10:15 AM The American revolt against green energy has begun

Britain is living beyond its means - but slashing public
investment is the worst thing to do

66

Iran’s Houthi pawns are shooting randomly like the mad dogs
they are

66

S 1t’s dangerous to treat pension funds as arms of the state

66

I won’t sacrifice my safety just so a trans woman feels validated

66

This unbelievable farce sums up Britain’s immigration
nightmare

More from The Telegraph

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/us/comment/2024/03/01/american-green-energy-renewables-permit-revolt-net-zero-mad/ 6/8


https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2024/03/05/britain-living-beyond-means-slash-public-investment-wrong/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/03/04/houthi-red-sea-hamas-iran-mad-dog-uk-owned-rubymar/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2024/03/05/great-british-isa-dangerous-treat-pension-funds-state/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/columnists/2024/03/05/transgender-men-women-hampstead-ponds-women-safety/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/03/05/unbelievable-farce-sums-up-britain-immigration-nightmare/

3/5/24, 10:15 AM The American revolt against green energy has begun

A8 Budget latest news: Hunt to cut National Insurance - but not
3 income tax

Grandchildren whose lack of visits ‘hurt’ retired soldier lose
legal battle over his will

Sheffield United vs Arsenal result: Arteta's rampant team score
six away again

o - NG
I

‘.j 1 II

¢ Double-decker bus crashes through shop window in London

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/us/comment/2024/03/01/american-green-energy-renewables-permit-revolt-net-zero-mad/ 718


https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/03/05/rishi-sunak-latest-news-budget-hands-scully-rwanda-tice/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/03/04/retired-soldier-grandchildren-will-lack-visits-legal-battle/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/football/2024/03/04/sheffield-united-vs-arsenal-live-score-updates/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/03/04/george-galloway-election-muslims-rishi-sunak-rochdale/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/03/05/bus-crashes-all-bar-one-new-oxford-street-london/

3/5/24, 10:15 AM The American revolt against green energy has begun

Iran’s Houthi pawns are shooting randomly like the mad dogs
they are

The Telegraph Back o top ~

towsson. (F) ® X © (in) @

Help Centre About us

Telegraph Extra Reader Prints

Branded Content Syndication and Commissioning

Fantasy Sport UK Voucher Codes

Betting Offers Tax Strategy

Broadband and Mobile Deals The Chelsea Magazine Company
Newsletters Download the Telegraph App

NEW Privacy Policy Terms & Conditions

Modern Slavery Advertising terms

Guidelines Do Not Sell or Share My Personal Information

About Ads

© Telegraph Media Group Limited 2024

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/us/comment/2024/03/01/american-green-energy-renewables-permit-revolt-net-zero-mad/



https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/03/04/houthi-red-sea-hamas-iran-mad-dog-uk-owned-rubymar/
https://www.facebook.com/TELEGRAPH.CO.UK/
https://www.instagram.com/telegraph/
https://twitter.com/@Telegraph
https://www.snapchat.com/discover/The_Telegraph/8148798159
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9053/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgLNge0xqQHWM5B5EFH9Cg
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/contact-us/
https://telegraphmediagroup.com/about-us/
https://extra.telegraph.co.uk/
https://telegraph.newsprints.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/branded-content/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/syndication/
https://fantasyfootball.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/betting/free-bets/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/press-acquisitions-limited-tax-strategy-financial-year-2022/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/compare
https://www.chelseamagazines.com/
https://telegraph.co.uk/newsletters
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/help/help-with-edition-app/how-to-download/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/privacy-and-cookie-policy/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/modern-slavery-statement/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/advertising-terms-and-conditions/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/application/navigation/ph/about-us/editorial-and-commercial-guidelines3/
javascript:void(0)
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/privacy-and-cookie-policy/#:~:text=About%20Ads%20and%20Tracking

